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Official USMC.  program

for
the

special showing of
Mighty-Mite.

A few months ago the Marine Corps removed the
wraps from a pint-sized, all-purpose vehicle de-
signed to give the Marines greater speed and
versatility on the attack.

Before the top brass of the other armed services,
reporters and cameramen of the leading news
services and automotive executives the Marines put
these small-sized cars through their paces.

Interest turned to amazement as the cars per-
formed in unbelievable fashion. Light in weight, they
were carried into a simulated battle zone by
standard helicopters. Their special four-wheel drives
and short wheel bases gave them the sure footed-
ness of half tracks—their rugged construction the
stamina of tanks. On straight-away they ran with
the grace of modern motor cars, yet they took
to the brush like scared rabbits.

They flew up and over steep grades other military
vehicles found impassable and walked through
thick mire baths as though they didn't exist. They
circled cone shaped hills like mountain goats and
went up and over razor topped crags without
hesitation. They slammed across specially built

corduroy roads of railroad ties on but three wheels.
They left a normally hard-to-please audience totally
astounded.

Within hours after the test was over demonstration
movies had been shown on every major television
network. Overnight the nation's press had made
the little car the most talked of new vehicle in
many years. Warner's Pathe News ran a complete
film throughout the United States and in 26 diffe-
rent countries across the face of the earth. An in-
terested public has since responded with thousands
of requests for purchase.

All this has pleased us considerably, because we
—the Mid-America Research Corporation—were
responsible for the design and construction of the
vehicle. We have fondly tabbed it the Mighty-
Mite, and sincerely believe it to be one the great-
est innovations in modern motoring.

Naturally we are proud of our "baby", and mod-
estly, we set down here, in this little brochure, a
cross section of the many nice things that have
been said about the Mighty-Mite, and the Mid-

America Research Corporation.




e andard helicopter carries on

military magic. ..

. « . came as the enthusiasm indicated by the Marine Corps for the
rugged Mighty-Mite quickly spread throughout the services. As
one ranking General said, "The Mighty-Mite is a mighty car and
will come in mighty handy." Every military man who witnessed the
Mighty-Mite going through its paces was genuinely impressed.

Learherneck

"Any Marine who has ever stalled and pushed a standard jeep over
rough ground will apppreciate the performance of this new light-
weight Mite. It is hoped that it will soon be adopted for the Marine
Corps."

i o 2 iy SR
e Mighty-Mite into the area as a second Mighty-Mite
easily clears an 87 percent grade found impassable by similiar military vehicles. -

Mighty-Mite clings fo steep cone-shaped hills that would spell catastrophe to less
versatile vehicles.

Navy Times

"The Mighty-Mite got the heavy attention among 35,000 people on
opening day at the International Sports Show."

Quanti b Sent
naniico enivt
Y TR

"Mighty-Mite, a newly proved combat vehicle, hurdled over the top
of an 80% grade with no strain during a strenuous four hours of
torturous tests."

Army Times

"It is anticipated that the Mighty-Mite will relieve the load from
the foot soldier."




the press paraded . . .: -
press p o

. . . more than 1,000 square feet of copy and pictures into the
news columns of the nation's leading newspapers. The NEW
YORK TIMES, for example, devoted generous space on three
different occasicns.

Thye New Pork Times.

"The snub nosed Mighty-Mite successfully passed the stiffest
of tests at Quantico."

Chicago Daily Tribuune S o

"The 1,496 pound Mighty-Mite climbed an almost 87 percent ‘” <
incline, zoomed through knee deep mud and was hauled high L

in the air by helicopter—something no other ground vehicle
has been able to perform."

Kansus ity Star

"It performed like a champion over the treacherous terrain
of the Marine proving ground. It has tremendous traction—

maneuvers easily on three wheels without loss of speed or
power."

"The Mighty-Mite has a number of features never used in
military vehicles before—it will outperform vehicles many & %

- - - " i H ’ = T
times its size and power. Here is a sample of the thousands of newspaper clippings that familiarized millions with the

& l\- Mighty-Mite almost overnight.
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The Mighty-Mite was selected to carry the President of the United States
to view a recent military demonstration.

Wherever the Mighty-Mite appears it is afforded special attention. Here C. L.

Summers, executive vice-president of Mid-America, accepts a trophy given at an
automobile show for attracting the most viewers.

\ editorial enthusiasm . ..

o

. was clearly evident as the nation's leading publications, radio
and T-V networks gave preferred space and time, and bestowed
extended photographic treatment to the announcement.

Newsweek

"Weighing only 1,500 pounds the Mighty-Mite can climb an 87-
degree incline, drive through knee deep mud and easily be
hauled aloft by helicopter."

TIME

"The little giant of defense—a new, powerful, highly maneuverable
tactical vehicle called the Mighty-Mite."

BUSINESS
WEEK =7

e

"An amazing little Leatherneck—a spunky little auto that plows
through mud, fords streams, climbs 87% grades and can be air
lifted by helicopter."

Pathfinder

"It can outclimb a mountain mule, navigate slime-filled ditches, mud
or sand that would stop a tractor.”




COMMERCIAL CAR JOURNAL

"Mighty-Mite incorporates much new engineering . . . does not
require liquid coolants. There are no problems with anti-freeze,
ruptured or loose hose connections or thermostats. Synchromesh
transmission design includes non-spin type differential eliminating
one external control handle. Cantilever leaf springs and pivot center
steering eliminate other geometry problems."

AMERICAN AVIATION

"In moving a division by air resultant weight savings of the Mighty-
Mite would amount to 150 plane trips."

MOTOR AGE

"The Mighty- Mite will do most anything but fly—and with the
help of helicopters it flew."

IRON AGE

"To top off the show the Mite scrambled through a sea of mud
which left its big brother floundering—and plowed back into the
muck to tow out the jeep."

POPULAR MECHANICS

"A tiny vehicle that promises to do everything the famed jeep
will and more. They call it the Mighty-Mite—and with reason! The
1,600 pound car bristles with talent."

CARS

"This bantam Marine has landed and the situation is well in hand."

Proves stronger, easier riding than older vehicles.—St. Louis Post Dispatch.
Super Jeep crossed with baby tank.—Orange (Calif.) News.

Though one thousand pounds lighter it outperformed renowned Jeep—
Omaha (Neb.) World-Herald.

Smacks across six-inch high obstacle at 50 miles per hour without falter-
ing.—Wheeling (W. Va.) Register.

You come off the test run thoroughly convinced the Mighty-Mite would
come in pretty handy in Korea.—Youngstown (Ohio) Vindicator,

The Mighty-Mite travels over terrain that would stop the versatile Jeep
of World War II.—Christian Science Monitor.

The junior Jeep gave a star performance.—Miami (Fla.) News.
Conquers slope a competing jeep couldn’t negotiate.—Pittsburgh Press.
Can go anywhere a tank can.—Cherry Point (Marine) Windsock.

It's only appropriate the Marines should have this sea-going jeep.—Dallas
Times Herald.

The Mighty-Mite is as different from the jeep as the sabre jet is from a
light commercial plane.— Tulsa World.

Out Jeeps the Jeep.—New York Journal American.

The Mighty-Mite can c¢limb an almost perpendicular wall—Augusta (Ga.)
Chronicle.

The Mighty-Mite has sneaked in to steal the Jeep’s thunder with the
military service.—Denver Post.

The Mighty-Mite can bounce over five-inch curb at 50 miles per hour
and keep its balance with one wheel missing.—New York Daily News.

A sort of super jeep crossd with a tank.—Meridian (Miss.) Star.

Eventually will be an influence on civilian production. A power house
that does the same thing as a jeep but better.—Henderson (Ky.) Gleaner

Can do anything a mule can do with plenty of get up and go.—W. L. Russell
in the Pittsburgh Press.
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length to depict the many innovations in the Mighty-Mite's revolutionary de-
sign for their readers.

n"\souped-up mountain goat into one small portion."

engineering excitement . . .

. . . persisted as automotive designers and engineers gave the
Mighty-Mite a thorough going over. Publications that serve these
people printed bolt-by-bolt accounts of this amazing vehicle.

DESIGN NEWS|

"This latest and more adaptable unit of transportation will outper-
form the popular World War Il Jeep in any number of ways on all
types of terrain."

Audomudive Newns

Wi 6 SN NG
ENGIMEERE apraETUR eS8 sttt

"The Marine Corps newest vehicle went "Flying" through the air
and o're land with the greatest of ease as it made its rip-roaring
debut before industrialists and the military. Terrific bump absorp-
tion was illustrated when the Mighty-Mite came out unscathed after
being dropped 15 feet to the ground from a helicopter."

POPULAR
SCIENCE

"Come for a dizzy spin in this tiny, fast and rugged acrobate on
wheels. Its performance and antics amaze even its designer. Some
of its tricks would make any sensible mule hesitate."

Steelways

“If the Marines have occasion in the future to hit an enemy-held
beach, one of their most useful weapons may well be a little game-

. cock of a vehicle that packs giant performance into its midget size.

Full of automotive innovations it combines fish, flesh, fowl, and




Engineering citation awarded Mid-America Re-

search Corporation by DESIGN NEWS, leading

designers publication, for their excellence in the
design of the Mighty-Mite.

The versatile Mighty-Mite is shown on this page in several of its
many military uniforms. In recent weeks it has passed, with flying
colors, strenuous aquatic tests—whereby it would ford streams and
rivers and cross ponds and lakes by merely inflating a specially de-
signed flotation unit. Thus, it has added swimming to its amazing
list of accomplishments.

Left to right, the commando type Mighty-Mite, the radio Mite with
complete receiving and sending equipment, the 105 mm. gun
mounted, the two-stretcher evacuation unit, the mortar carrier and

finally, the wire laying unit.




From importers of almost every land, from our best
known exporters—from foreign military heads—
from industrial leaders—from recognized machin-
R ery dealers — from the
farm, the oil fields, the
snowbound coasts of Alas-
ka, the sandy soils of the
.| south—from miners, con-
tractors, engineers, forest
rangers, rural mail car-
riers, sportsmen the let-
ters came by the thous-
ands requesting purchase.
Lt e s e ) Set down on this page are
a few examples of the type of letters the Mid-

America Research Corporation is still receiving by
the hundreds.

PETROLEUM—Several progressive companies im-
mediately recognized the features of the Mighty-
Mite and how it would make the perfect field car.
The appearance of the Mighty-Mite at the 1953
Oil Show served to add fuel to the fire. Large con-
cerns and independent
producers alike, are now
in almost daily contact
with Mid-America regard-
ing procurement.

AGRICULTURAL—Lead-
ing agricultural publica-
tions were quick to see
the many possibilities of
the amazing Mighty-Mite
Lt A ASTNIINAN] 55 an all-around farm
vehicle, and displayed their ideas before their
readers. This has resulted in a storm of inquires
most of which concern immediate purchase. Ex-
haustive tests proved the agricultural publications




accurate—many farmers, witnessing test, offered to purchase test
vehicle on the spot.

DELIVERY — From groceries, bakeries, canneries, nurseries, gas
stations, appliance retailers to manufacturers of delivery equipment
came hundreds of requests for information concerning a delivery
version of the Mighty-Mite in lots from one to 100. Three such
vehicles are now being produced by Mid-America for tests for the
Post Office Department. Initial trial runs have proved extremely
satisfactory.

EXPORT—From Managua, Nicargua to
| Bagdad—military sections and estab-
Y lished importers representing more than
40 foreign countries have flooded the
mails with enthusiastic market reports
and guaranteed orders totalling thous-
ands of vehicles. International trades
publications are requesting complete
information as a result of the mass of
inquiries they are constantly receiving
from their subscribers. Many foreign
buyers have made personal trips into Mid-America to emphasize ur-
gency of need for such a vehicle.

Upper Right—Industrial executives wanting to
know more about the Mighty-Mite stood in
line to ride in this amazing vehicle at a recent
industrial exhibit. Almost without exception
they returned full of enthusiasm offering to
purchase, manufacture and encourage immed-
muu iate civilian production.
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Lower Right—Now undergoing tests this panel
truck version of the Mighty-Mite was one of
three especially developed for the United
States Post Office Department. The initial
tests have proved the car unmatched in ver-
satility and economy in this type vehicle.
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